


Today's Agenda

 Treatment options for cancer
 Overview of radiation therapy
 Common questions about radiation therapy
 RT Answers patient education materials



Today’s discussion is informational only and should not be used 
in place of advice specific to your condition from your medical 
professional. 

We will discuss treatments including surgery, chemotherapy and 
others. We encourage you to talk to other specialists, where 
appropriate, about other treatments you are considering.



Treatment Options for Cancer



• What doctors are 
involved with 
patients with 
cancer?

• Which types of 
treatments are 
offered by each 
physician?

RTAnswers.org



Treatments
• Does everyone get 

radiation, 
chemotherapy & 
surgery?

RTAnswers.org



Radiation 
Therapy
• What is radiation 

therapy? 

• How does radiation 
therapy work?

• How often is 
radiation therapy 
given?
• Why does it need to 

be given every day?
RTAnswers.org



Common Questions/
Facts about Radiation Therapy (RT)



Is RT safe??
Does it make me radioactive & can I be with my 
family?



Can I work while getting RT and can I drive?



Does RT make me lose my hair or burn my skin?



Can I get RT more than once in my life?



What’s the difference between proton therapy 
and radiation (photon) therapy?



If I have to choose between RT, surgery & 
chemotherapy, why would I choose RT?



Does RT make me sick from the side effects?



Side Effects
• All cancer 

treatments have 
some side effects.  
We map out possible 
effects from RT. 

• Your treatment team 
will work to 
minimize side effects

RTAnswers.org



RTAnswers.org





RTAnswers.org



RTAnswers.org





Follow us on X/Twitter & Instagram 
@RTAnswers_org

@ASTRO_org

Thank you.
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